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RECEIVED 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

In re Application of: FEB 2 3 2004 

Joseph E. Haring 
For: TELESCOPIC NUT 
Application number: 10/068,220 
Filed: 02/06/2002 
Docket no: HARINGPAT3 
OAU: 3679 

Examiner: Schiffman, Jori 

AMENDMENT UNDER 37 CFR 1.116 
REMARKS 

in accordance with a telephonic conference held on Jan. 12, 2004 
with Ex&mioner Flemming Saether with Examiner Jori R. Schiffman in 
attendance, and a further telephonic conference on Feb. 13, 2004 with 

>- 

fX, Examiner Jori Schiffman, the Examiners indicated claims 1 and 7 would be 

o 

Q allowable if a shank portion of the ■? threaded member" of claim 1 was specifled 

UJ 

13 to be longer than the coaxial bores in the workpieces through -which the shank 

2 portion extends, the shank •including an unthreaded r portion"; t - Which is 

^ basically the composite invention .defined by /independent claim 1 and 
< 

L. it nnari riant rt ■ lAnnnnHnnlTTi i nlnlm I in n nomad art 11,9 ■ ■■ a 

CO 

yj mnorpnmtinc thp HmltnHftnn nf Hnnrt f> and further. sjpecifled to havo "a shank 



1— -1 — -H— 0 ---- . .1.1.. i^yJvJ y va JvM^t iui J bluLu iH ji.t.t.lit.ii tvii.ii uno' nJUbllLUllLlu. 

Likewise, claim 13 is cancelled with this mwMTtfmrnt, with the limitations 
thereof incorporated into the composite invention defined by claims 7, 8 and 



in 

* V ■ 



i 
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Independent claim 7 is also amended for clarity to correct antecedent 
basis of the * cylindrical member* and "fiastener member*, and claim 8 is 
amended for clarity to state that the threads of said cylindrical member contact 
said shank. In addition, claim 7 is amended as described for claim 1 to provide 
the 'conventional threaded member* with "a first set of threads* and 'a shank 
including an unthreaded portion longer than openings in a workpiece through 
which said shank extends.:.*. Also, the respective threads are enumerated as 
being a "second set of threads*, *a third set of threads* and *a fourth set of 
threads*, these threads, along with the first set of threads, all being " cut in the 
same direction and of approximately the same pitch*. 

With respect to the objections to dependent claims 11 and 12, it 
should be noted at line 8 of claim 7 (as amended) from; which they depend 
specifies "threads on an outer surface of said cylindrical member...*, with claim 
10 specifying at line 2 that the ^cylindrical member extends beyond said 
fastener member,..". Also, Fig. 4 shows the threaded cylindrical member 2a 
extending beyond the fastener, member, and a threaded portion of a bolt 
extending beyond member 2a. : A locking nut 2b; ;2fc (dashed lines] may be 
threaded onto Either or both of the bolt or member. 2a. The accompanying 
description for this is found at the middle paragraph of Pg. 7, as originally filed. 
Thus r the objection to claims 10 and 1 ^l shduld be obviatedJ 



2 
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The rejections to claims 1 - 5, 7 - 12 and 19 - 20 should be moot in 



view of the telephonic conference noted above. 

Claims 14 - Id are cancelled with this amendment responsive to the 
restriction requirement mailed 11/25/2002. 

As all the objections and rejections are believed obviated, favorable 
action is respectfully requested. No new matter is added with this amendment. 
In the event there are outstanding issues that remain to be resolved, a 
telephone call is solicited. 
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1 1 (currently amended). A nut assembly for joining two or more workpieccs 

2 together comprising; 

3 a first fastener member having a first generally cylindrical inner bore 

4 provided with a first set of threads therein, 

s a second fastener member provided with a second set of threads on 

6 an exterior surface thereof for threadable engagement with said first set of 

7 threads, said second fastener member having a second generally cylindrical 

8 inner bore provided with a third set of threads therein, 

9 said first set of threads, said second set of threads and said third set 
10 of threads all being cut in the same direction and being of approximately the 
u same pitch, 

12 a threaded member having a shan k including an unthi^aried portion 

13 longer- tnag coaxial bores in said Workt >ieces through which said fhr^cW 

14 member extends, said threaded member farther' having a ^nvi>»Ho»^i 

15 thread/shank interface, 

16 ? w whereby as said a threaded member having a conv e ntional 

17 ttirad/ohank interface is threadably advanced into said third Set of threads of 
is said second fastener member, said third set of threads of said second fastener 

19 member contact said conventional thread/ shonlt interface of said Uucudcd 

20 member, with further relative advancement rotation between said first fastener 

21 -member-and-said second-fastener member causing said firit fastener member 

22 to be advanced past said conventional thread/ shank interface of said threaded 

23 member and contact a said workpiece adjacent said nut assembly, 

.4 
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1 1 (currently amended). A nut assembly for Joining two or more workpieces 

2 together comprising; 

3 a first fastener member having a first generally cylindrical inner bore 

4 provided with a first set of threads therein, 

5 a second fastener member provided with a second set of threads on 

6 an exterior surface thereof for threadable engagement with said first set of 
f threads, said second fastener member having a second generally cylindrical 

8 inner bore provided with a third set of threads therein.iwp 

9 said first set of threads, said second set of threads and said third set 

10 of threads all being cut in the same direction and being of approximately the 

11 same pitch, 

12 a threaded member having a shank including an unthreaded p ^rH™ 

13 lon * er than conxial h <> r *» sa id wo rk pleces t hrough w hirh s a id thread 

14 member aamdg, said threaded member having fl goja sotionaj 

15 thread /sh ank interfac e, 

16 whereby as said a threaded member boring a convmiLiuuul 

17 t tir w r l/ n hank iat es fae e is threadably advanced into said third set of threads of 
is said second fastener member, said third set of threads of said second fastener 

19 member contact said conventional thread/shank interface of said threaded 

20 member, with further relative advancement rotation between said first fastener 

21 me ^l and said second.fastener- member causing said firsrfastener member 

22 to be advanced past said conventional thread/shank interface of said threaded 

23 member and contact a said workpiece adjacent said nut assembly. 
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> ^ (P^ous* A nut eseemb* „ « forth ln cMm , ^ ^ 

« n™, fastener member and said second fastener member are attached by a 

3 temporary attachment so that said aecond fastener member initially makM 

4 contact witt saw conventional thread/shank interface, after which additional 

5 to^ue is required to break said attachment to advance aaid flrst fastener 

6 member past said conventional thread/shank Interface. 



1 3 (previously amended). A nut assembly as set forth in claim 2 wherein said 
» attachment provides resistance to turning of said second fastener member 
s within said first fastener member in a threading direction so as to tighten said 
second fastener member afiainst said conventional thr.„<,/cha»i. wi^. 



4 



1 4 (original,. A fastener as set forth in claim 2 wherein said attachment is a 
a bonding agent. 

1 5 (previously amended). A nut assembly as set forth in claim 1 wherein said 

3 threaded member is a conventionally configured bolt. 

1 6 (cancelled,. A nut assembly as set forth in claim 1 further comprising at 

2 least two coplanar members each having an opening therein, said openings 

3 being coaxially aligned, with said threaded member extending through said 

4 openings so that a shank of said threaded member is disposed within said 

5 openings and said conventional thread/shank interface extends beyond said 
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6 openings, whereby when a said nut haw*™*,., *v . 

* saia nut assembly is threaded onto said threaded 

«cond fastener mefflber to contact « convcnaona] thread/shanic ^ 
9 with further 

,„ „ ~~ un " 1te,tener causing advancement 

thereof past safd convene th^/^ ^ to OTder „ ^ 

MM atogether. 

• 7 (current,, amended,. A fastener tor use in conjunction ^ 

3 threaded msmfeeuavjngjuka as of m hmt ifirp , „,,, ^ . 
3 8hmk W«mr ■ untnrrmlrd nnFtlnn , than n fr n ^ | 

• *a*k^a»d a _«^^ 

a fastener ntember having a first bore with intttHal 
7 threads therein, 

■ ageneraUvcyUnddcalntetnber having a second bore, with iUhJnUe! 

• ^threads disp^^ ^ ^ for m8 ^ 8ssaialMif 
10 ° mab ° f e °^tlonal mmiW tnrmhrr balna^,^ a„ d ,^3^3^ 

" - ' hreadS ° n m outer «*" '* -* cylindrical number for .hreadabiy 
w eng^dng said ssfuM^f interna, thread, of said flm fa Stener msnbs^ 

" **' foMrth " f <Hnr all m ,„ the ^. m 1 |f 

" ■""■""Mr the TOm e nit r n so that when said threads of said £ o assaSisS3l 
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16 threaded member bolt UIco article are thrcadably advanced Into said second 

17 bore, said aat&aadcd, portion pf sfltd shank engages an end of said thirds of 

18 threads of said seeead cylindrical member and blocks further advancement of 

19 sajd cylindrical member th«*ef, with further rotation of said convention! 

20 threaded member bolt like articl e advancing said fastener member past 

21 said shank lobe and tightened against said a workpiece. 

1 8 (currently amended). A fastener as set forth in claim 7 further comprising an 

2 attachment coupling said fastener member and said cylindrical member 

3 together so that after said third set of threads of said cylindrical member 

4 contact contact s said unthreaded portion of said shank, additional torque is 

5 required to break said attachment so that said fastener member may be 

6 advanced over said unthreaded portion of shank. 

1 9 (previously amended). A fastener as set forth in claim 8 wherein said 

2 attachment provides resistance to turning of said cylindrical member within 

3 said fastener member in a direction to tighten said fastener. 

1 10 (currently amended). A fastener as set forth in claim 8 wherein said 

2 cylindrical member extends beyond said fastener member when said 
-3 conventional -threaded-member bolt lllco nrtinln is tightened 



7 
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l 11 (original). A fastener as set forth in claim 10 farther comprising a locking 

a member threadable onto an exterior portion of said cylindrical member, and 

3 threadably abuttable against said fastener member for locking said fastener 

4 member and said cylindrical member together. 

1 12 (currently amended). A fastener as set forth in claim 10 wherein a threaded 

2 portion of said conventional threaded member extends beyond said cylindrical 

3 member, with a locking member threadable onto said conventional threaded 

4 member bolt lik e articl e and threadably abuttable against said cylindrical 

5 member for locking said fastener member, said cylindrical member and said 

6 conventional threaded jnembef bolt lik e article together. 

1 13 (cancelled). A fastener as set forth in claim 10 wherein said workpiece 

2 farther comprises at least two coplanar members each having an opening, each 

3 said opening coaxially aligned, with said shank extending through both 

4 openings and terminating therebeyond so that when said fastener is threaded 

5 onto said threaded bolt-like article, said generally cylindrical member first 
ti uoiiUu;la auiU ahtuik, with additional torque applied to said fSaatcncr member or 

7 said bolt-like article threaded bolt or ulliei Uncalled member breaking aaid 

8 attachment so that said fastener member may be threaded onto said cylindrical 

9 member to abut an adjacent said coplanar member. 



8 
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1 14 (cancelled): A method for fastening adjoining members wherein a shank of a 

2 threaded article passes slightly beyond said adjoining members comprising the 

3 steps of: 

4 l) threadably positioning a sleeve having exterior threads and interior 
s threads within a threaded bore of a fastening member, 

6 2) threadably advancing said sleeve onto said article until said sleeve 

7 abuts a thread/ shank interface of said threaded article, halting advancement 
s of said sleeve onto said article, 

9 3) continuing to threadably advance said fastening member on said 

10 sleeve until said fastening member is sufficiently tightened against an adjacent 

1 1 one of said adjoining members. 

1 15 (cancelled). A method as set forth in claim 14 further comprising the step of 

2 releasably attaching said fastening member and said sleeve together. 

1 16 (cancelled). A method as set forth'in claim 15 further comprising the step of 

2 constructing said sleeve of a length longer than said fiastening member. 

1 17 (cancelled). A method as set forth in claim 16 further comprising the step of 

2 threading a locking nut onto said sleeve in abutting relation with said fastening 
3" m^bw To lock adjoining 
4 members together. 



9 
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1 18 (cancelled). A method as set forth in claim 16 further comprising threading 

2 a locking nut onto threads of said threaded article in abutting relation against 

3 said sleeve. 

1 19 (previously amended). A nut assembly as set forth in claim 1 wherein said 

2 first fastener member is fixed* attached to an adjacent one of said workpieces, 

3 with rotation of said threaded member advancing said second fastener member 

4 to said conventional thread/shank interface, with further rotation of said 
s threaded member tightening said second fastener member and compressing 
6 said workpieces together. 

1 20 (currently amended). A fastener as set forth in claim 7 wherein said 

2 fastener member is affixed to an adjacent said workpiece so that rotation of 

3 said conventional threaded member b olt lik e article tightens said fastener and 

4 said threaded member bolt like articl e against said workpiece. 



10 
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